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Oo ME wil, ie, 1 this pages In? 
perfect, and DefeBtive, becauſe it leaves our 
hb # Epiſcopacy, and Infant Baptiſm, the two 

chief Points, that the Church and Diſſenters ier 
about : Therefore it # neceſſary to Advertiſe the 
| Reader, that the Author thought the Treating f 

hoſe two Principles ſuperfluous here, for three Reaſonse- 
Firſt, Becauſe it would have ſwell d this Diſcourſe 

to a bigger Bulk, and Price, and "ſo not anſwer d 
the Deſign of it, for the Uſe of he Common and poorer 
| fort of People, for whom 5t # Chiefly intended. Second] Ys 
= Becauſe theſe two Points are ſo compendiouſly Diſcuſs d 
already, by many Learned Divines, particularly by 
= the Pious Dr. Wells and Mr. Wall, that it cannot 
= be done ſo well in ſo narrow a Compaſs. Thirdly, 
8 Becauſe the Anabaptiſts, provided they can be 
convinc d of the Lawfulneſs and Uſefulneſs of our 
A Liruryy, may ( as 1 humbly conceive) join in Com- 
nunion with the Church of England, "Fotwith Nanda 
s heir Principle of Anti- pædobaptiſm. 

Por tho* it be the Doctrine of the Church of 

En gland, That Children ought to be Baptized in 
A 2 == their 


To the BAD Fk. 


their Infancy, and Admoniſh#h all Parents not to 
Aer the Baptiſm of their Children; yet She compels 
Parent to Baptize bo Child an by Wil, 
nur Excommunicates any for not Baptizing bi 
Children in their Infancy, unleſs when through his 
33 wilful Neglect they Die without Baptiſm. Co that, 
in my Judgment, we may communicate together in 
Nligiou Worſhip, notwithſtanding our preſent Dif» | 
> ference about Infant Baptiſm. But, F in thi Opinion, | 
I fingular, I beg my Superiours Pardon, and am 
| Teddy to recant upon better Information, 
_ The World knows aur Diviſions are nom grown to the 
Heigth, and therefore I hope I need not any Apology for 
the fallowing Diſcourſe. If the Reader will be pleas'd to 
Peruſe it without Prejudice and Partiality; or with that 
- | good Intention and Charity that I writ it, I don't then 
> aeaubt, but it will turn to bu we which ele 7 
1 1 . ze 5 | 
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Beloved Brethren of the Diſſenting Party, © | 3 
C of the Ancients tell us, that Sch is 1 


Sin, not to be expiated, no not with Martyrdom; 

and that even to die for the Head, will little 
'avail him who bath divided the Church, his Body: 
That pure Religion, and undefiled before God, can- 
not raiſe a Shim in the Church; for if there be an 
Error, Religion teacheth us to pardon It; if an Injury, 
co forget It. If a Religious Man is a Schiſmatick, he 
is ſo, Oblitus Profeſſionis ſue, quite beſide the Mean- 
ing of his Profeſſion; the chief End whereof is 
5 to 
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to gather AI into one, and to preſerve the Unity of the 


Shzrit in the Bond of Peace. | 


Na, as Chriſtian Charity teacheth us to forbear 
ane another in Love, and to make all reaſonable Allow- 


ances for the Errors and Infirmities of our Brethren, eſ- 


8 pecially of thoſe who are are truly Conſcientious; ſo 


doth | /t equally oblige us to turn them from the 
Error of their Ways, and not ſuffer Sin to lie upon 
5 Conſidering therefore how the Credulity of a great 


A many ignorant (otherwiſe well-meaning) Diſſenters, 
5s imposd upon; what a dreadful Sin it is, for the 


Teacher to decezve, and his Followers to be deceived; 


ö and above all, what Mortal Heats and Enmity This 


ereates amongſt us, (ow more than ever) it is appa- 
rently the indiſpenſible Duty (eſpecially of the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel of Peace) to endeavour to put a Stop 


to the fatal Conſequences of ſuch a growing Evil, by z 


examining into, and removing the Cauſe of It. 
Tiis true, All that the Beſ can write, will not pre- 
vail with the Prepoſſeſſed and Selj-conceited. _ And 
therefore if ever any One means to reap any Benefit by 
what he reads, he muſt then look upon himſelf as an 
indifferent Perſon, not as wedded to this or that Opi- 
nion, purely for the Sake of ſupporting and propaga- 
ting , right or wrong; but as a Chriſtian (whoſe 
Religion obliges him to try all Things, and bold faſt that 
wich is good) he muſt ſincerely intend to reform his 


| _ Error, if upon a deliberate, ſerious, and impartial 


Enquiry, be ſhall find himſelf to be in It. Fs 


And ſince there are many Diſſenters of a quiet, ſober, 


and peaceable Diſpoſition, who are ready to. receive 
Inſtruction, (by whom, and whenſoever it cometh) 
and.would be glad to communicate with us, were they 
really convinc'd, that their Separation is 7 bor and 
xeedleſs; I cannot in Charity but hope, that ſuch ho- 
gneſt and well-diſpo#d Brethren will be convinc'd, by 
what I am now going to write, in order to prove it. 


l | 88 By "1.39 


Fd 


6 ( | : * 
- 


t the DISSENTERS.” 3 
is tõo melancholy a Conſideration, ThismThat - 
the more Ignorant of eitber Party know not what it — 
they differ about; and yet upon the Account of their 
different Perſwaſion; the Contention and Hatred be- 
tween them is become almoſt irreconcilable. And ſincscg 
the poorer Sort of theſe have neither Money to buy, 
Time, nor Capacity, to read the Books now extant on 
both | fides ; I preſume, it will be of great Benefit” 
to both Church-men and Diſſenters, to have the State of 
the Diſpute between them, redue*'d within a narrower 

Dompaſs; that the one may be confirm'd in their Prince” - - 
ples, and the Other convinc'd of their Error. 0 
This is the Deſign of the n Dae Diſcourſe; which 

W 


* 


I ſhall conclude with a ſerious Diſſwaſive from Schiſom,. ; 
and with Direction how both Parties ought to behave » 
themſelves, in order to their being united. - Fi 
— The Diſpute now between us, is concerning the Law - 
fulneſs of the Book of Common-Prayer.. The-Diſſenters* 
fay, They cannot conſcionably joyn with us in the Uſe of 
It upon three ſpecial Accounts. 1/4, Becauſe they don't 
look upon Forms of Prayer, at leaſt of Human Compo; 
ſure, to be lawful, or ſo expedient as Extempore-Prays 
ers. 25). Becauſe our Prayer-Book in many Places is 
the ſame with the idolatrous and ſuperſtitious Ma- 
Boob. 31y. Becauſe of the Number and Burthen of its 
bi Rites and Ceremonies _ | Re 
I be firſt Thing therefore neceſſary to prove (in or- 
der to remove ſuch a. Miſtake) is, the Lawfulneſs of 
Forms of Prayer, and Liturgies in general. And this 
1 ſhall do; 1. From Seripture; 2. From the public 
and conſtant Uſe of them in the Jewiſb and Primitive 
Chriſtian Church; And, 3. From the Reaſonableneſs 
and Neceſſity of ſet. Forms of Prayer, with Reſpe& to- 
our Infirmities. | EE | _ 
I don't pretend to undertake the doing of this, | 
with new Arguments of my own, but. chiefly. with a ä 
brief and pertinent Colle&ion of thoſe I find ready 
to my Hands in thoſe excellent Authors, that have 
= largely written before on this important Sabjecck. 
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© Borſt, Then, Lam to 3 the Taw- 
8 | Kulneſs of Forms of co prom and Liturgies in general. 
That the Jews had an liſh'd Z:turgy, only the ordi- 
nary Diſſemers are ignorant of. And This, which was 
. compos'd of ſet Forms, they daily ud in their Tem- 
p and Synagogues, at the Hours of Prayer. We 
Tiead in the New Teſtament, that our bleſſed Lord, 
And his Apoſtles, join d with the Fews in the publick 
UD ſe of it; for it is — ſaid, that they went 2 
to the Temple, at the Hour of Prayer 3 and to the 
marogues on the Sabbath Days. And now amongſt 
| Forms which God Preſcrib'd, and were in tie | 
i in Litargies, that in Namb. 6. 23. is One. 
Au, and in him, all the ſucceeding Prieſts, were 
| iblickly to bleſs the People Saying theſe very 
Words, The Lord bleſs thee and keep thee ;, the Lord make 
" bs Face to fhine upon thee; and give thee Peace, &c. 
Again, for the Expiation of an uncertain Murder, the 
| were commanded to ſay after the Prieſts, this 
very Form; Our Hands have not > ſhed this Blood, neither | 
bete our Eyes ſeen id: Be Merciful 0 Lord unto thy People 
| Iſrael, whom "thou" haſt redleemd, and lay not Inno- 
| Gent Blood, 10 the People of Ifrazls Charge, God pro- | 
mis d to forgive them this Murder, upon their ſaying 
this Form. Den. 21. 7, 8 David's Pſalms were ap- 

pointed to be Sung in is publick Worſhip, as appears 
from the Order of King Hezeliab, 2 Chron. 29. 29, * 
30. Where the King and Princes, command the Te. 
ves to fing Praiſe unto the Lord, with the Words of ® 4 
David and Aſaph the Seer. Thus again Exra, 3. 11. 2" 
| — read that the People ſung by Courſe together, in 
fing and giving Thanks unto the Lord, — 4 

ns rv, Ordinance + David King of Iſrael; i. e. accord- 
as David had order'd the Performance of God's 
lick Worſhip at Jeruſalem. But beſides all this — bee 

— Learned do „ that even the Form of Prayer ti 
dur Lord himſelf hat h taught us, was Compos'd out 
_of the Jewiſh Forms, in which it is wholly found (ex- i 
Spelz theſe Words 1 we forgive them that Sw 3 
| ch 
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againſt us.] Now the Reaſon why the Fews had not. 
2 e in their Prayers, was, becauſe the Law of 
Moſes allow d them in {ſome Caſes, to return Eyil for 
Evil. But to return: Theſe Words, [Our Father which 
| art in Heaven] is in their Forms of Prayer called | Seder | 
Tephilloth.] Hallowed be thy Name, and thy Kingdom 
come, is in their Form, called [Kaddiſh, ] Let thy 
© Memory be glorified in Heaven above and in Eearth be- 
WM © neath, is likewiſe, in their [ Seder Tephilloth ] Fore 
give us our Sins, is, in their 18th daily Prayers: De- 
© liver us not into the Hand of Temptation, is in that, 
© and the Book, call'd [Muſar.] For thine is the King- 
© dom, the Power &c. which is the Doxology, is, ſaith 
Diruſius their uſual Concluſion; and hence Grotius notes, 
MZ how far our Saviour was from affecting Novelty, or 
deſpiſing any thing becauſe it was a Form; for as you 
ſee, he collected his own. Prayer, out of the Fewaſh 
8 L7turgy. It would be endleſs, and unneceſſary, to heap 
together all the ſet Forms, preſcrib'd by God in theOld 
= Teſtament; theſe already produc'd, being all of them 
to the Purpoſe, and ſufficient to prove the Lawfulneſs 
of Forms in general. | 8 
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Now, it is great Folly and Ignorance to ſay, That 
the qe wiſh Forms of Prayer, were only Ceremonious, 
and Temporary; and from thence to argue againſt the 
XZ Uſand Lawfulneſs of ibem under the Goſpel. It is 
true, dat the Fewiſh Sacrifices and Circumſtantials, a- 
bout their publick Worſhip, were to continue, but to 
the coming of Chriſt. But publick Liturgies are of 
a ſtanding and perpetual Obligation, in as much as 
they conſiſt of Prayers and Praiſes, which are Sacrfices 
d- that muſt continually be offer d to God, even to the 

s End of the World. And now that Ziturgies have ever 

been thought of moſt excellent Uſe, and Edifica- 
tion, in the publick Worſhip : I am ready to prove in 
te 24 Place, from the early, and conſtant uſe of tbem, 
in the Primitive Church. | 
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1 A A Friendy CALL | 
St. Cyril wrote a Comment upon the Liturgy, which 
' was us d in Jeruſalem, in his time: This Liturgy 

was receiv'd in the Church of Feruſalem, within 
170 Years after the Death of the Apoſtles: And is 
A Proclus, and the 6th general Council, ſaid to be 


St. Jobns own Compoſure. 85 
"Theſe Words in our Communion Office [Lift up 
your 3 are in that Liturgy; and likewiſe in the 
L7turgzes of Rome, and Alexandria. St. Cyprian, who 
liv'd an Hundred Years after the Apoſtles, makes 
mention of theſe Words. And moreover St, Auſtin 
ſays, that they are Words dexiv'd from the very | 
ie Apoltles,  - 1 | 
-.. - Clemens of Alexandria, who was living in the Year 
1850, ſets down theſe Words, as the Chriſtian Form 
then of Praifing Gd Praifing the Father, and 
tie Son, with ibe Holy Ghoſt, So that it ſeems — the 
= > Glory be to the Father, &c. is a Form older than the 
Arians. For they are ſharply reprov'd by the Ortho- 
dox Fathers, for altering it, to ſerve their own 
Euſebius ſays, that very early, there were many va- 
rious Pſalms, and Odes, compos'd by Chriſtians, con- 
cerning the Divinity of our Saviour; and in his 24 
Book of Ececleſ. if. o. 171, he urges it as an Argu- 
ment to prove the Eſenes Chriſtans, becauſe (as we of 
the Church of England read the Pſalms in imitation 
of them) they ſung, by turns, anſwering one another. 
Now by the Bye, this way of Praying and Praiſing 
God by Parts, (which is by many ignorant People 
tondemn d) Nzcephorus ſays, was a Practice deriv'd 
from Ignatius, Who was a Schelar of the Apoſtles. I 


tannot but obſerve here, that it is a Wonder any Se& i | ali 
of Chriſtians, ſhould ſet themſelves to-oppoſe ſo plan Cl 
2 Proof for Liturgies in the Primitive Times: For bj cut 


” the Teſtimonies already produe'd, it appears that the WF ſo 
rery next Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, made uſe of them. abc 
” Lucian makes mention of a Prayer, which the firſt bt 
5 -Chriſtians usd in their publick Worſhip, & pre 
1 . Tales | 
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to the DISSENTERS. 


the [Father ] by which he meant, no doubt, the Zord's 


Prayer. And yet a Writer of the Diflenting Party _- 

(whoſe Book is this Year re- printed, with a new Title 
to it) produces One Lucian, as One that was againſt 
the Uſe of Forms of Prayer. He cites him to prove, 


are bg dpEAH,,âῳd f. e. a Prayer, which begins with | 


it was the Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians to pray _ 


in their Aſſemblies, without a Form; and with him, 


a Heap of other Authors, But thoſe of the Orthodox 


Writers, that mention any ſuch thing, are to be un- 


derſtood, as giving only an Account of the Miracles 


known at that time in the Church, and the extraor- 


dinary Gift of the Spirit of Preaching and Praying, 


which none-can now pretend to; or elſe they are to be 
underſtood, as ſpeaking of the Affairs of the Church 
under the State of Perſecution, when they could not 


enjoy the free Uſe and Exerciſe of their Religion; 
which alters the Caſe very much. For that ſome of 


the firſt Chriſtians under Perſecution (when they met 
together) us'd not the Liturgy ;. *twas not becauſe they 


thought it unlawful for them fo to do, but becauſe they 


could not then (without manifeſt Danger of their Lives) 


perform God's publick Service after any other Manner. 
Many Things are lawful to be done in Caſes of Necefli- 


ty, which are not ſo at other times; nay, the omiting 
to do a thing in Caſe of Need, which is otherwiſe un- 
lawful, becomes finful. David had finned in eating. 


of the Shew-Bread, and the Apoſtles in lucking off | 


and rubbing the Ears of Corn, it they could have found 
Bread and Proviſion any other way. And on the con- 


trary, they had ſinned, if out of Fear of tranſgreſſing 


the Law, they had neglected to preſerve themſelves 


alive, Whence I may ſafely argue, that the firſt 


Chriſtians did many Things under the State of Perſe» 
cution, which they did not look upon to be lawful, or 
ſo expedient, when they enjoy'd Peace and Reſt round 


about them. True it is, that the Donati/ts. and ſome 


other Sectaries omitted the Uſe of Liturgies, and 
preach'd and pray'd by a pretended Inſpiration, But 


* 
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is 


de to no manner of Purpoſe to produce the Authority | 8 
ef zbeſe againſt us, becauſe they have been condemn'd th: 
4- —__ Holy Catholic Church as Schiſmaticks; and fo 
their Doctrine or Practice is to be no Rule or Example 
tous. This (by the way) may ſerve for a Caution to 
thoſe who take Authorities upon Truſt; from Men, 
_ who impoſe upon their Readers Ignorance ; and who, 
to be thought skilful and learned in Antiquity, heap 
together a numberleſs Claſs of ſuch Heterodox Authors, 
T bis is really a very diſingenuous Way of Dealing, that 
many of late have taken up I could heartily wiſh, 
that theſeMen would ſeriouſly conſider, and lay toHeart 
that dreadſul Curſe denounc'd againſt ſuch a Practice 
” Curſed is be that leadeth the Blind out of bis Way, Deut. 
27.18. I ſhould think, that theTeſtimonies, that I have 
already brought, were ſufficient to prove the Uſe of Li- 
 turgies in general; but more than this we have them alſo MF 
-  eſtabliſf'd by general Councils. The Council of Laodi- 
can, holden about the Year of Our Lord, 364, expre(- 
- ©<lydecrees, that the ſame Liturgy or Form of Prayer, 
| © then us d in the Church, ſhould be always us'd both 
Morning and Eyening. Can. Laod. 18. And this very 
| © Canon is taken into the Collection of the Canons of te 
5 Catholick Church. Now in the Year 541, theſe Ca- 
n nons were made Jmperial Laws, by Juſtinian. And 


thus we ſee, that for near 600 Years after Our Saviour 
Chriſt, we have fafficient Teſtimony for the publick 
Uſſe of Liturgies, and Forms of Prayer, which was ts 
© Sc Thing that was neceſſary, and lay upon meto prove. 
IT be ſecond 3 made againſt the Law- 
© fulneſs of joyning with us in the Uſe of the Common= 
| Prayer-Book, is, that in many Places it has too muß 
- Of the Roman Maſs-Book in /t, The very Sound of 
rede Word [ Maſs] ſtartles them. But this is alſo the 
Effect of great Ignorance ; for indeed, originally the 7 
Word [ Maſs] had no ſuch dangerous Signification, if 


- 


But however That be, - Fam ſure it is a (Term) 


that gives great Offence, altho there is no Reafom it 


given, why it does, ſave only that it is a Popifſh Word 2 
Ana this very Reaſon is, by ignorant Zealots, thought 


altho' they ſigniſie originally no more, than Morning 


or Evening Service They condemn likewiſe out : 


Churches, Baptiſteries, or Fonts, Altars, Pulpits, 
Surplices, Veſtments, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
the Roman Catholicks uſe them: Whereas in Truth, 


theſe Things (without the Abufe of them) are lawful 
and neceſſary, and were us d in the Church, long before 
Popery crept into IT. The Roman Church was onhο s. 
pure, as well as the moſt flouriſhing Church in the 


World : And tho? She is at preſent corrupt, neverthe- 
leſs ſhe fill retains the Fundamentals of Chriftianity, 
and moſt of the Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of the pure 


primitive, and ſoundeſt Part of the Catholic Church. 4 
And here let it be noted, that theſe are the Ceremonies 8 


that we uſe, having laid aſide choſe which the Church 
of Rome apparently abuſe to Superſtition or Idolatry« 


Our Diſſenting Brethren have therefore no juſt Cans | 


to complain of our Book of Common-Prayer, for it's 
retaining ſome few Forms that are in the Maſs-Book's 


for even the Maß. Book itſelf is in many Places cen! 
? Te 


by the ancient Liturgies of both mm and Weſtern 
Churches in their pureſt Times. Vou may then call 
it is nevertheleſs no other (altho the Roman Catholicks 
uỹſe it in part) than what is agreeable to, and for the 


moſt part in Subſtance, the ſame with the Liturgies of 


the Ancient Church in its Purity, Tis true, ſore Ce- 
remonies, that we ſtill retain, are abus'd by Popery to 
3 Superkſtition, But this is no Reaſon, why (if they be 
decent and neceflary) we, who can uſe without abuſin 
them, ſhould lay them aſide, any more than we ſhoul 


tay alide the Uſe of Food and Raiment, becauſe others 


_ abuſe 


ſufficient to condemn every thing elſe that we retain 
or borrow from the Church of Rome. For this Cauſe | 
»bey find Fault with our Terms, [ Mattins and Veſpers ] ©: 


8 8 * " 
* 8 I L 
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our Liturgy (the Maſs) or by what Name you pleaſe; 1 
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would have been a Deformation, (as ſome of our Diſ- 


56 
- * 
: 8 


des mation of Relgion, if we had laid aſide whatever 

been abus'd by Popery. The Reformation was ſo 
= *<manag'd: with Chriſtian Prudence and Charity, that 
= there was no Differende or Alteration made, but what 
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N 8 
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abuſe theſe good Creatures to Luxury and Exceſs. It 


Enting Brethren themſelves expreſs it) rather than a 


abſolute Neceſſity requird. And therefore in com- 
thng and altering our Liturgy, we ſtill retain'd the 
Jie of thoſe Ceremonies, which Antiquity, with good 


Reason, perform'd, laying aſide the Popiſh Abuſe of 
diem, looking alſo not only at ancient Cuſtom, but the 
= *End of: Ceremonies, with Reſpect to the Apoſtles 


- 


erer all Things be done in Decency and Order. 
Fs we have declar'd to our Brethren from time to 
tine, by our Doctrine, and by Hundreds of Books 
= written upon this Subject; iz. That we enjoyn the 
of theſe Rites and Ceremonies, free*d from all Su- 


tion, and from aſcribing any Efficacy to Them, 


eech, that Ceremonies have no Spiritual Virtue | 
m them; that we enjoyn them, not to better the Du- 


3 do which they are joyn d, nor to make any Satisfacti- 


3 on bythe Uſe of them that we have no other Reſpe& 


2 * 


© with theſe Rites and Ceremonies, than without them. 


ing them, but to the aforefaid Precept of the 


4 


ce 
* 


in enjoyn 
„A poſtle, = all Things be done, &c.] And this Pre- 


e Apoſtle: is (as we think) obſery'd better 
Anal chus much may ſuffice to juſtifie the Purity of 


= 


r Worſhip. pt. 
dit che chief Complaint is, that theſe Ceremo- 


IJ 


"Po 2728 | 
nies are too Numerous, and Burthenſome, and 


= therefore—againſt the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, and 
= Chriſtian Liberty. *Tis certainly a Fault in that 


Chareh, where they are ſo: And this was one Reaſon 


| | thatwerreform'd from the Church of Rome: Indeed 


this had been no ſufficient” Warrant for us ſo to do, 
had not ber Ceremonies been burthenſome , for 


Weight as well as Number, and unſupportable. by 
|  Keaſon of apparent Superſtition. But herein tha 


Bleſſed 


. 
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Bleſſed Reformation is ungratefully as well as unjuſt» 1 | 


ly reflected upon. The Diſenters, owe. the Reformas 


Naked, and left her without any Beauty, or 


or Y 
Comlineſs, and ſo expos d her, to the Scorn. and. 


Contempt of her Enemies. But our Ceremonies, , 


not ſo numerous. They are all ſignificant, neceſſary and 

decent. There were as many us d, even in the 
ad, that Women wegs 

Order'd by St. Paul, to be cover'd. in the Church 


” 
- * = WW w * - 


Times of the Apoſtles, We re 


And this Ceremony was not only intended for Heceng 
ſake, but it did alſs. put them in Mind, of their Subs 


jection to their Husbands, as the Apoſtle tells us, 1 4 
Cor. 2. In thoſe earlier Days, they were us'd at Bap= il 


tiſm, to pull off their old Cloaths, and put on new 
to repreſent to them the Duty of putting off the ond 
Man, fo often inculcated by the Apoſtle, - Likewiſe 


they usd the Ceremony of the Holy Kiſs, in theis © 43 
Aſſemblies, to which relates the Apoſtle's Command - 


Greet one another with an Holy Kiſs. This Ceremony 


ſo. often recommended before his Death, and Which 


IT the Chriſtians of thoſe Days ſhew'd, they had for. one. 


another, It were happy if this Ceremony was us d. 


38 fill; or at leaſt that we had that Charity for each o- 
tber; that zt minds us of. The firſt Chriſtians alſo. 


ſtood up, at the Reading of the Creed. 


do bgnitie their readineſs to profeſs the Chriſtian Faith, 


to ſtand to, and Defend it even to Death. The. Uſe ob 
the Surplice was of Old, in both the Eaſtern and Weſt 


en Churches, and it was to put the Congregation in . 
Mind of the Holy Duties, they came to perform: And 
likewiſe the Miniſter, of his. Holy Function, that he 
e might 


P F 2 * * 
e 


tion altogether to the Biſhops, and Clergy of these 
Church of England. They were the Men that began 
it, Defended it, and Py d for it — And thereforg it 
| look't like Pride and Ingr atitude in the firſt Diſſenters, By” N 
to divide, and ſeparate from the firſt Reformemmss 
By pretending to reform further, they ſtript Religion 


vas to mind them of that Charity, which our Saviour 


1 * 
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28 might take care to SanRifie it, and imitate the t 
A nu Biſhop of our Souls, hoſe Pe bs he repre. 

We uſe (according to Ancient Cuſtom} the 
17 Ring in Ma devine, as a viſible and fignificant Symbo? 
«of Love Union, that ſhould be, between Man 
Fand Wife; and for Remembrance thereof, it is nom, 
and was formerly, N worn by the Woman 
9 after. Mp. 


Aer the Croß in Ba „ fo much Objeaed a— 
lt was made uſe L of in the Ancient Church, 
before the Times of Popery. Though the Roman 
blzeks abuſe n to Superſtition, this is no Reaſon (as 
ben already ſhew'd) why we ſhould lay it aſide. 
© Why and — — we Uſe it, we have already ſuffi- 
* . declar'd in the Office of Baptiſm z where the 
= *Ehurch ſays, that it is us d, in Token, that the Part ty 
_ *Boptiz? 2 thall not be aſhamed of the Croſs of Chriſt”? T 
FheFJews and He, were uſed to Ridicule, andDe- * 
= firſt Chriftians, as Worſhippers of a Crucify*d = 5 
To ſhow therefore that they were not aſham'd i © 
of their Mafter, the Chriſtians either wore the Croſs, t 
1 # a Badge of their Profeſſion, or, ſign'd themſelves t 
in Publick, with the Sign of iu. I ſhall not here pre- 
dend to ſhew the Miracles that are aſerib'd to it; for th 
| 3 It is certain from Antiquity (though the Romaniſts lay a 
=. 2 great a ſtreſs upon it) that, before the Abuſe of i it 90 1 
= tion, the Miracles of the Crofs, were viſible 
5 81 great. But the Church of England, at this Day, Uſes 
5 It, with no other Ref 2 81 as it ĩs a ſi 1gnifi cant Ce- 
L_ - FEmony——v7z7, For a emembrance and Teſtification of ³ 
1 « That, which indeedis every Chriſtian's Duty Name- 
bl 1 © ly not to be aſham'd of the Croſs of Chriſt, but to 
= © Fight Manfully under his Banner. TheChriſtians of | 
4 _ Ethiopia, Imprinted the.Croſs on their Childrens Fore- i © 
bead, with Fire, that they might remember, as it; 
= often as they look't in the Glass, that they were Chri- 
= fian, and eirs of the Croſs, as well as X the King- | 


dom 


ok it: Since Baptiſm is decla 


thereby expreſs our Reverence, Humility, and Gra- 


therefore what Poſture ſoever is fit to Expreſs our Re- 
verence and Thankfulneſs, is not at at all unſuĩtabie tuo 
4 the Holy Sacrament; and conſequently Kneelzmy' is not 


-_ 


— 
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gom. This then being the ſole End of our Church 
1 recalning It; the Uſe of It (eſpecially conſidering - 
to what a paſs Chriſtianity is now brought amongſt us) 


cdught to be ſtill continued; at leaſt it can be no Occa» 


ſion of keeping any from our Baptiſm, that is deſirous 

| to be as Eſſectual, and 
is at any time Adminiſtred to ScrupulousPerſons without 
it. This plainly ſhews that the Church of England a- 
ſcribes not any Spiritual, or Sacramental Efficacy to it 


but uſes it (according to Primitive Cuſtom) only with | 2 | 


Reſpect tothe End aboyementiuned, _ 1 
Next, our Kneeling, eſpecially at the 8 ent, 
is lockt upon as a Refick of Popery: Indeed did we 


mean by this Poſture, to pay any Divine Adoration ts | 
the Bread and Wine, as Tranſubſtantiated;z (as the } 


Romaniſts do) we ſhould be juſtly charged with Idola- 
try: But we believe no ſuch Change in the Elements of 
Bread and Wine, after Conſecration; and therefore 
we cannot be ſuppoſed to Kneel, but to the end we may 


titude, to God only: And fince our Saviour ought" tg 
be Adored at his Table for his Wonderful Love tous, 


. 


unſuitable, becauſe tis an External Fen of Reverence! 
No ſober, conſiderate Man will ſay, that it is improper 


to kneel at the Bleſſed Sacrament, where we Commes Þ 
22. morate thoſe Sufferi part of which our Saviour | 
x endur'd on his bended Knees. But however, fince our 

Diſſenting Brethren, think that ſitting is a more proper 


Poſture at that Feaſt, as being the Poſture us d by 
our Saviour himſelf and Apoftles, at the Inſtitution of 


1 it; I ſhall endeayour to convince them of this Miſtake, 
by ſhewing. that our Saviour uſed the Poſture which iſ 
W the Jens then did, at the Celebration of the Paſfoverz Þ 


at which time he Inſtituted rhe Lords Supper in the 
Room of it, Now Originally the Geſture appointed 


& 


— 
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by God him ſelf, to be obſerved at the Eating of the 
Baſſoyer, was a [Standing] and not a Sitting Poſture, 
But the Jews, aſter a long Interval of Time, through 
Neglect, changed it into a kind ofa leaning Poſture; 
- which was the very Poſture the Evangeliſts ſpeak of, | 
d by our Lord, at the Inſtitution of the Sacrament. 
This was the Table Geſture then us'd by the Jews, at 
their Common Meals, more like a Proſtration of the 
© Body, than a Sitting-Poſture, d &vaneiueves tv 76 
© ZOATG 73 Inge. ——>—— He was leaning on Jeſus's 
Breaſt, ſaith St. Job of himſelf, 3. e. he fat next to 
I dur Saviour at Supper, upon one of thoſe Beds, or 
Couches, that were ſo m as that the Perſons Who 1 
= 38 them; ſeem'd to lean on their next Neighbours 
It ſhould ſeem to me, that in that Poſture 
their Feet did not touch the Ground. For we read 
iwas Cuſtomary with the Jews, to waſh'their Feet, be- 
fore they lay down to Supper, probably, that they 
—— foul the Couches whereon they lay: How- 
er, it was a Poſture quite different from Si iting: So 
that if the Diſſenters will conform exactly to the. Po-. Bl 
re usd by our rin, at the Celebration of the 
Supper, they ought neither to ſit nor ſtand, when 
"they receive-the Holy Sacrament, but lean, and Pro- 
rate themſelves, as he and his Diſciples did. And by a 
- the ſame Rule that any one can prove, that it is ne- 
-ceffary to ſit or lean, at the Sacrament, in imitation 
of our Saviour; by the ſame Rule, I ſay, we may gal 
it is neceſſary that we likewiſe waſh one another's i 
"= before the Sacrament, in imitation of him- 
For we read, Our Saviour alfo waſh'd his Diſciples X 
fe. But the Truth is, our Saviour's Example 
== will Teach us a quite different Thing; vi. to 
1} 3 dceonſorm to the Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of the Eſta-ẽ 
bia Chorch, to which we belong. For he himſelf | 
* conformed to the Cuſtoms that obtained in the 8 
- Church, though they were different from thoſe Origi- 
i} 5 f 7 Inſtituted: As a pears from the Poſture he uſed 
EE atthe Celebration of the Paſſover: For God by Moſes 
—_ | commanded 
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commanded it to be Eaten Standing, with their TLoins 
he peer their Shoes on thezr Feet, nd” betr Staff in their 
re. Hands, to put them in Mind that they came out of 
hey in haſte: But by a long Tract of Time, the 
e: exact obſervance of this Geſture, was forgotten, and 
of, laid aſide; and to this Day, the Fews Celebrate and 
t. eat the Paſſover, in another Poſture. And thougi 
at this was a kind of an Innovation, and Breach of —_ 
he Wl cure-Rule, yet our Bleſſed Saviour-conformed to the 


s Cuftom of the Time and Place he lived in, rather {| 


S's than give any occaſion of Offence, or diſturb the Peace 
to of the Church, by a needleſs Scruple, or cauſeleſs Se- 
or Wl paration from it, upon the Account of ſuch an indiffe- 
ho rent Innovation. Which is really an Example worthy _ 
Irs sf our Imitation, and ought to be of great Weight 
3 vpith Chriſtians who (if they will become ſuch in Deed, 
a and not in Name only) are to the utmoſt of their 
de- I Power, required to ſeek thoſe things, that make for 
ey Peace, and things whereby they might edifie one another. 
W- Now then, 13 if a grateful Senſe of God's 
So (infinite Mercy, through theMerits and Sufferings of 
8< Chriſt; of the innumerable Benefits, which he hath 

he 8 purchaſed for us, by his precious Body and Blood 3” If a 
en Mind truly and deeply humbled, under theſenſe of its 
own guzlt, and unworthineſs to receive any Mercy at 
gall, from the Hands of our great Creator and Sove- 


ah * 
- 2. 3 


e- reign Lord, whom we, by our manifold Sins, and 
on Wickedneſs have ſo highly Proyok'd and Incenſed a- 
ay gainſt us; if ſuch a pious Frame of Spirit; ſuch an in- 
's 


ard Diſpoſition, and ſpiritual Temper of Soul, be- 


:ome us at the Table of our Deareſt Lord; then ſurelß 
les he moſt humble Poſture, the moſt reverential Geſture 
ple pf the Body, will beſt become us too. For, why 
to fhould not a ſubmiſſive lowly Deportment of Body 
ta- Mit with this Heavenly Solemnity, as well as an ham- 
ſelf ble Lowly Mind? Now this is that which our Church 
vil Tender be the _—_ of her enjoining · this Poſture of 
gi neeling, viz, for @ Signiſication of an bumnb ; 
d eful Acknowledgment of: 4 Beg of Cbriſt — 
21 given 10 all Worthy Receivers, © 


It 
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preſs at Tre bo 1 85 
And beſides, we have the Authority and Example 


A — 


If there be any Reverence due at this ſo folemn a 


7 © Feaſt, moſt certainly S:tting is a very unfit Poſture to <0! 
* — ©Cexpre it. But if it be Gbjected, that the Apoſtles an 
Qdid not receive the Sacrament kreelzng : I anſwer, our Ne 
© Application to Chriſt now, muſt not be after that Or- bos 
© dinary and Familiar manner, as tbeirs was, when our ] 
© Saviour convers'd with them on Earth;”the Diſciples on 

did not then ſo pray to him, Worſhip him, nor ask dur 
5 bis: Name, as afterwards they did, when he was WM 2: 

taken up from them into Heaven: They knew bm . 

hen only after the Fleth, familiarly Converling with For 
bim, but now, faith the Apoſtle we know bim ſo no Per 
” "more; and if we underſtand what we are a doing, the kno 
Infinite diſtance between Chriſt and us; and how that any 
hen we are admitted to the Sacrament) we are make- = bow 


* 


ment, 
Y perſw. 


unleſs 
brmities, 
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1a hereafter to the Injunction of the Church, 
* 2 Example of their . and moſt Zealous 
* Neighbours, who conſtantly kneel at, their Prayers, 
UT | both Publick and Private. ; N a! R545 
r I cannot think but of one Ceremony more that is 
ur complain'd of, as being Superſtitious: And that is, 
les Wl our Boming at the Name of [ Jeſus, ] It is hard t@ . | 
55 imagine how the Wit of any ſort ot S iſtians eule 
as invent, or raiſe any Objection againſt this Practice - 
For it is an Ad of Divine Worſhip, paid to the | 
th Perſon of our Bleſſed Saviour only ; to | Feſus Chriſt} 9 
* known by that Name. And it is very ſtrange, if 
he any Chriſtian ſhould deny it lawful to Worſhip and. . 
at Wi bow down before his Saviour at any time z eſpecially ' 
to do it, when he is nam'd, conſidering what the A- 
-1- % pole ſaith, Phil. 2. 10. viz. That at the, Name of [ Jeſus ] 
every Knee ſhall Bow. The truth of it is, only the lazy 
— and irreverent, raiſe a ſcruple againſt it, They can 
X- i fnd Fault with every thing, that does not comport 

with their Eaſe, and Pleaſures. *Tis rather a Re- 
le proach to us (who call our ſelves Chriſtians) that we 
ur ao not pay this Adoration to Chriſt ſo often as he is 
r.  nam'd, than that we do it at all. For here is no new 
„ i Worſhip invented. The Worſhip that we give, is 
all due to God, and Preſcrib'd by him; the Church only 
It determines, when it is moſt pr 


NF | oper that this Worſhip 
ſhould be given, and that is, when Jeſus is namd. 


W # ThusIhave'gone through, and briefly ſhew'dtheLaw- - 
« io fulneſs and Primitive Uſe of thoſe Ceremonies that are 
=. 


5 moſt offenſive to the Hiſſemert, namely, the Surplicm, ſtand- 
ing upat the reading of the Creeds, the fignof the Groſs 


in Baptiſm, Ring in Marriage, Kneeling at the Sacra- 
be ment, and Bomiug at the Name of Jeſus. And I am 
2 perſwaded, tis very eaſie to reconcile any indifferent 
PFerſon to the Uſe of them, that knows ſo much of their 
15 Signifcation and Nature, as I have now ſhew'd.. But, 
what if aſter all the Cry and Clamour of Superſtition, 
pal Wagainlt the Church of Exgland, they who male it 
er, BY ſhould be only Guilty of it? I doubt. not but 2b will 
. eaſily appear to thoſe, who will be pleas'd to conſider, 
r OE RE, | | „ that 
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that 8 that which we call a Negative eden; 5 
of which we are Guilty, when we Divide and Sepa: 
rate, and Abſtain from the Publick Service of God, 
- pen the Account of Ceremonies. 


Not to come to Church, becauſe the Frayers are in gat 
ſet Forms; or not to have our Children Baptiz'd, be- not 
+ cauſe of the Croſs; not to receive the eee © yel 
*  becanſewe muſt receive it kneeling, and the like; Bur 
. vet only to render our ſelves Guilty of willful Wed ante] 
= of Daty to God, and Obedience to dur Lawful- Gover- Pray 
- Nnours, but alſo of that very Superſtition which we fear niſte 
and complain of. And this Conſideration (were it © Cau 
E Seriouſly laid to Heart, as it ought) would help much to © oul 
SE heal our Breaches,as well as put a ſtop to our Complaints. © anc 
II proceed now inthe laſt Place, iS ſhew the Reaſon- BY © tust 
bee. Abet and Neceſſity of ſet Forms of Prayer, and of is 
ſome Rites and Ceremonies, with reſpe& as well to d ten 
” our Wants and Infirmities, as to Decency and Order. Min 
© And (.) with reſpe& to our Wants and Infirmities, be p 
Niere I muſt defire the Reader to Note, that when 1 # 
argue for the neceſſity of ſet Forms of Prayer, I am to A 
be underſſòod to mean only the publick Prayers of the | thei) 
buch: For any Perſon in his private Prayers, may WW beto: 
uſe his own Words, and need not confine himſelf to 3 as a 
an ſer Form, provided he can Methodically and De- hem 
cently expreſs himſelf, and Concludes all with the © Pra 
Lord's Prayer. But the queſtion is, whether it beſt | 1 can 
 _ anſwersthe Ends of publick Worſhip (which are the the 
Glory of God, and the good of the People) to have I Man 
—_— Sublick Prayers of the Church, in fet Forms or va Toun 
v0; and we hold the Affirmative fide of the Queſtion, er pe 
. for the following Reaſons, 2g 
(.) Becauſe-it is impoſfible for the Congregation i s cal 
_-” in with the Miniſter, without ſet Forms, bent {$40 
2 Mi rays Extempore, the Congregation can only BR. bib. 
| 0 


+  'guilty of Tautologies, e and ſometimes, a 


attend and liſten to him; and could they join wit q F 
him, . fue for them # todo, fince} =. 
that do pretend to the Gift of Prayer, are often 


"WOE 2 e Expreſſions, - | Th 1 . 
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„the Miniſter that prays — is fore'd t o 
. © uſe ſuch Expreſſions as come firſt to hand; and 
* WE « ſometimes a hard word, which half the Congre- 
n © gation does not underſtand, becauſe an eaſier does 
>. not come to his mind; beſides many other Incen- 
veniences, which tis impoſſible always to avoid. 
Bur now in publick to:ms'the Words are plain and 
intelligible ; and if they were not fo, the People's 
Prayer muſt be as much interrupted, as if the Mi- 
niſter ſpake in an unknown Tongue. (2.) Be- 


ol © © cauſe the Congregation can join in a Form, not 
to only with more ſafety, but alſo with more Fairh 
ts. and Hope of being heard: For they may. be fa- 
n- tisfied before-hand, that the matter of their Prayer 
of is good; but they cannot be ſo ſatisfied of an Ex- 
to tempore Prayer; conſidering, that many times, the 
r. Miniſter is dull and heedleſs; a Stranger, that may 
es. be perhaps, erroneous, raſh, and ignorant. 

to And befides, many Miniſters miftake ſometimes 
he their Paſſion for their ,Zeal, or let drop an Error 
ay before they are aware, or expreſs thefnſel ves lo, 


as an honeſt Mind may not be able to join with 
je- them. So that in joining with an Extempote 

Prayer a Man muſt judge what is ſaid, before he 
can conlent to it: And if he meet with a rub, 
the Miniſter goes on in the mean time, and the 
Man is left behind at a loſs, and perhaps con- 
founded, before he can join again: And no ſoon- 
er perhaps is he well fixt, but he is troubled 
again with the ſame Inconveniency; all which 
s eaſily prevented with the uſe of Forms. (3.) Some 


hen times many that pretend to the Gift of Pray- 

ny ing Extempore, pray very confuſedly, or with 

icht broken, indecent Expreſſi and i 

ich broken, 11 4 ons, and omit a great 

ince deal of the Matter. Sometimes, when they are at 

ſten - loſs, they are forc'd to uſe fulſom Repetitions; 
and how is it almoſt Ro but that a great * 


* 


26 A Fiendy CALL 
Yor flat and empty Nonſenſe, undigeſted Concep- 
tions, and unadviſed Expreflicns ſhould eſcape fiom 
their Lips, befoie they are aware? And yet all 
theſe are father'd on the Holy Spirit, as if they 
were his Dictates and Effuſions. Th ele 

| ren put the greateſt gifted Men of them all, into 


diſoider and contuſion ;' and then the whole Con- 


gregat ion is at a loſs. '* And now is it not a hard 
© cate, that the Devotions of Five Hundred, or a 
© Thouſand Perſons muſt be difturb'd by one Mans 
diſorders? For they muſt either pray after him, 
or not pray at all. Ir were endleſs to enumerate 
all the other Inconveniences that attend Extempo- 
re Prayers in the Congregatian ; he that deſires to 
ſee more of them, may conſult the pious, and ex- 


cellent Author of the Abridgment of the London 
.Cales, who ſays, that amongſt many other advan- 

tages to be obtain'd by Forms of Prayer, there 

is this very extraordinary one, viz. that a Man 

by joining in a form, may be better ſecur'd of 

the reality. and ſincerity of his ewn Devotion: 

For he knows before-hand, the Expreſſions of the 

„ Form, and is not ſo much ſurpriz'd with the 
; * Phrales; and therefore if he finds himſelf atfe- 8 
ed, he may more fately : conclude, 'tis the Mat- 
ter, and not the Words, that moves him. Where 
- as a Man that is tickled with the Words of an 
Extempore Prayer, may fancy him'elf to be very it 
devout, when he has nothing of true Devotion 


This may partly ſerve for an Anſwer to thoſe 


ſet Forms. But this being the chief and moſt 
. popular Objection againſt Forms of Prayer, viz. 
that they are common, known, and preſorib'd, 
and therefore nauſeating, and cannot raiſe chat 
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e things ot- 


who pretend they can join with greater Devotion 
with new Extempore Prayers, than in known and 
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p- MW Devotion, thar new -conceiv'd Prayers do: I an- 
m ſwer, in the Words of the Ingenious Mr. Dung, 


that the Power and Energy of Prayer does nor 


J conſiſt in variety of Words, but only in ſuiting 
tour Aﬀections to the Words that we uſe. Now, 


ſays he, when we know beſore-hand the Words 
that we are to uſe; or when we have them in a 
Book before our eyes; our Suul is then at peitect 


a jeiſure, to ſuit, to raiſe, and change her A fiections, 
ns <according to the ſenſe and importance of every 
n, Word: Whereas while the Soul is in ſulſpenſe a- 
re bout the meaning of a Sentence, till ſuch time, 
o- as it is finiſn'd (as it muſt needs happen in new: 
to ; Extempore Prayers) then the Soul is in a great 
X- WS ineature depriv'd of this advantagious leifure; 
on and though the Imagination be ſtill kept buſie, 


pet the Affections can never follow but by ſtarts. 
and diſorder. But mote than this; 'tis Curioſity, 
rather than Piety that commonly moves Men to 
effect a Change of Words. They fancy that which 
ZE pleaſes themlelves beſt, pleaſes God beſt ; as if 
God was changeable like themſelves, and to be 
mov'd with Novelties, and vaiety of Expreſſions. 
But no Man in the World can, praying, diſcern, 
but flom a ſer Fo:m, whether his Attention be: 
e- truly pious or no; becauie he can then only 
udge how far Piety moves him, when it moves 
him alone, and not his Curioſity. This miſtake. 
Flo proceeds from a wrong notion Men have of 
the Nature of God; or elſe for want of duly con- 
idering that thoſe Affections which are in us; 
re not to be found in him. Now Men indeed 
being of a changeable Nature) are uſually 
rought upon and inclin'd by Arguments and 
Mt Mntreaties, and by fair Speeches. Kei is in 
iz. ain for us to hope to incline or move God by 
'd, Puy of theſe ways, becauſe he is in himſelf un- 
Fhangeable, and in the 9 and Pei fections of 
N f 2 7:5 us 
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| have the ſame God to pray to, and generally the 


Diſſenters to apply that Text, and other para- 


, You that ſpeak, but the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh in 


his Nature immutable: Wherefore, if we wou'd 
have him hear our Prayers, the change muſt be, 
not in our Words, but in our ſelves. And when 
we become _ pious, we may with great free- 
dom and ſucceſs uſe rhe ſame words, ſince we | 


me wants te pray for; and that God who is 
* immutable, will be diſpos'd to hear us, ſeeing he 
is unchangeably willing to ſhew kindneſs to his 
* Servants, and give Afliſtance to every Soul that 
* uprighrtly defires to fear and ſerve him. nn 


As for the Arguments produc'd by the Diſſen- | 
ters in their own Vindication, they are generally 
founded upon a Miſinterpretation or Miappliez- 3 
tion of ſome Texts of Scripture, where the Gifts 
of the Spirit are promis'd. Now all that is nece{- 
fary to obſerve here is, that there is a two-fold 
Promiſe of the Spirits Aſſiſtance in the New Te- 
Rament. The one is extraordinary, and peculiar | 
to the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians only; and the 
other is ordinary, ſtanding; and fixt. The extra- 
ordinary - Aſſiſtance of the Spirit was not given 
even to the Apoſtles themſelves, but when. they 
were brought before Kings and Rulers to plead i 
the Cauſe of Chriſt, and leave before Men a Te- 
#imony of it, as appears plainly from 4h 1c. 


28. and therefore it is very ridiculous for the ee 


Ce 
thor 
ou; ſeeing if ſo, all fooliſh, and impertinent Pieds 
Jarangues mutt be as ſacied, and as worthy to be * T 
eblerved, as the inſpjr'd Scriptures themſelves. 


2 


lell places, to their Extempore Effuſions ; of Which 
it cannot without Blaſphemy, be ſaid, it is nut 


| och 
The Apoſtles and Succeſſors had Miracles to A * 
arte ſf, that they had the extraordinary Gift o 8 
3 | N Preaclr 7 : ( 
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N Preaching and Pray ing. But now this pretended 
n Infpiration. of Prayer has not Miracles to war- 
5 rant it; by whieh we may conclude it is wholy; - 
re I ceas'd as well as Miracles; otherwiſe. Prayers thus 
ne inſpir'd wou'd be equal to the Scripture, and in- 
18 fallible, and the Word of God ; becauſe whatever 
ne God intpires, muſt needs be ſo. Bur this I hope, 
is no ſober Diſſenter will preſume to ſay of their 
at Extempore Prayers. if 1 

There are Two ſpecial Reaſons to believe, 
n- rat conceiv'd or Extempore Prayers not only are 
ly not by Divine Inſpiration, but have the ſigns of 
.2- a contrary Spitit; I mean, the Spirit of. Witch-- 
fr; AY eraft and Enthufiaſm. The firſt 1s, the Nonſenſe, , 
e. Rudeneſs and Tmpertinence that are often mingled. 
14 | with theſe Extempore Prayers, and which we 
e. cannot attribute to the Holy Ghoſt without Blaſ-- 
jar  phemy. The ſecond is, that we muſt. either ſup- 
he poſe rhis pretended Gift of Inſpiration to be con- 
ra- i'd to one Party; or elſe we mult lay, that the 
en Spirit inſpires Contradictions, and indires contra-- 
ey AY J Prayers to Men. of contiary Opinions; which. 
2d wou'd be 1 9 to affirm. And yet we know,, 
Te- that ſeveral Sects, as Preſbyterians, Independents,, 


Quakers, Anabaptiſts, &c. all pretend to the ex 


1 O. RY - 2h 4 * . * . 89 20 

he traordinary Gift of the Spirit at one and the ſame 
L BL. time, 3 — ' | 1 

a- 77 ; ; ' 


* Certainly the Holy Spirit can never be the Au- 
rhor of, Confuſion and Contention; which he muſt: 


re thus at once inſpir'd by him. From all this; 
ene may ſafely conchude, that there is now no- 
uch extraordinary Gift vouchſafed to the Church: 
to 8 
of not Blaſphemy to pretend to it; and that we en- 
cl} e no other Gift, but that which is ſtanding and 

3 5 | or | fixt,, 


3 


needs be, if all che Sectariſts that pretend to it, 


That it is Preſumption in the higheſt degree, if 
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xt, and common to all Chriſtians without di- 
inction; that ordinary Gitt of the Spirit God 
ſtill continues in Prayer. The Spirit is ſaid to. 
make Interceſſion for us with Groans which can- 
net. be urter'd.. Theſe. Words cannot mean the 
immediate Inſpiration of Words; becauſe the In- 

ration here mention'c is above Words and can- 

mot be utter d. This Interceſſion therefore of the 

Spirit, ögnifies his exciting ſuch Devour Affe- 

Titions in us, as make our Prayers acceptable to 

God. For, as our Saviour, our Advocate in Hea- 

ven, enforces our Prayers with his own Interceſ- 

ions: So the Holy Spirit, who is aur Advocate 

upon Earth, begets thoſe Affections which tender 

Sour Prayers Prevalent. And theſe are the ſtanding 

and ordinary Operations, which the Scripture attri- i 

butes to the Spirit in Prayer; and which, as I have | 

already ſhew'd,are more canſiſtent withſer,preſcrib'd Put) 

Forms, than with conceiv'd or Extempore Prayers. linn' 

Of the lawful Uſe. of Ceremonies I need on-. end: 

iy tay briefly, that there neither is, nor was, 

nor can be a Church in the World without them. hip. 

Even the Diſſenters themſelves uſe ſome ; they af t 

have proper times for ſitting, ftanding and kneel- other 

ing, which they muſt own are Ceremonies. Thoſe funde 

we retain of them over and above, are for Decen- «„ 4 

cy and Order: And it cannot be denied, but they Fc 

are great helps ro'raiſe the People's Devorion and FFappo: 
Affections. Whatever is proper for that end, can-. 

not be uſeleſs ta Men, or diſpleafing to God, ſinee : 

| he has no where forbidden the uſe of it. Thus, ceita 

| for inſtance, the Beauty and Neatneſs of the Place fever 

appointed, and ſet apart for the Performance of And 

Publick Worſhip, are apt to ſtrike upon the Ima- of G. 

gination, and to. beget a kind of ſacred Fear and emp 

| Keverence in the Minds of the Worſhippers. The les) 


Beauty of God's Houle, and the Ornaments of it, Mer | 


repreſent. to the Congregation, the Ma oy and rere 
| | | | waty 
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Purity of. God: hom they meet tu Worthip 4, and 

o this excites in them a ſuitable Devotion, and 
teaches them to approach the Preſence of God. 
With Reverance and Fear. It was for this end 
that God exhibited: himſelf fa gloriouſly in che 
Temple at ruin, There was for many A 

a certain, miraculous, and conſpicuous Light call'd = 
by. the Jews the (Scechinah) to be ſcen there, 
which was g Token of the Divine Preſence. All 
the Ancients whether Jews, or Chriſtians agree, 
that God is particularly preſent in the Houſes ſer. . 
apart for his Worſhip. And for this Reaſon, they 
beſtow'd great Expences upon, and built (when: 
free from Perſecutions) very many magnificent 
Structures, of curious Workmanfſhip, and insom- 
parable Beauty. For they underſtood (from Moſes 
his Deſeription of ſuch Places, that it was their. 
Duty ſo to do: For, he ſays, - when. auen had 
nnd, he hid himſelf, and went but from the Pre- 
en of rhe lurd, which mult certainly mean, his 
aoing gut of the Place fer apart for Gods Wer- 
ſbip. For 449m could nat go out of the Preſenee 
af the Lord in any other — Lord being 
I. Rabewile, every where Preſent. Thus are we to 


FE 


* d 


* 


5 


le underſtand that other Text, and Cain wes aroue out 
et the rente of rhe Lord, i. e. he was excommuni-- 
Xx cated, and not permitted to come to the Place. 


* 

* 

bu 
[4 
, 
k 
e 
o 
* 
4 


— 


1 
. 
1 
- 


225% ˙ „ „6 


* — ——ũ—— — — —ů — — —— 0 . d oY 8 7. 1 _ 1 
r we MR Es fo AMS Sr CAS . ... ⁵˙ m ͥa __ 


— — -6 
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a common ſtanding Place ſet apart for the Gentile | 
Proſelytes to hear the Law read and expounded, f ve 
| Yet our Lord would not ſuffer any one, ſo much mp 
as to carry a Veſſel through it; and he adds a 
Reaſon for his having ſo done, that obligeth all 
Nations to the end of the World, it is Written 
ſaith he, my Honſe ſball be call d the Honſe of Prayer, 
" 2105 to you Fews only , bat to ' all Nations. | And 
his, by the by, is ſufficient to ſhew the neceſſity, et 
as well as lawfrulneſs of erecting publick Edifices 
for God's Worſhip, and- of dedicating and keep- 4 
ing them neat and clean, and free from all common . 
and profane Uſes. Gn then 
13 257 ; „„ 13 33 | 1 | 
|  _ Now, it is certain after all that God could re- of 2] 
ceive no Benefit by all this Coft and Pomp. G Ml © *© 
| awelleth not in Hoz(:s wade ' with Hands, as ſaith | 
| the Prophet, nor delighteth in their Beauty, or f fie 
Ornaments, but for our ſakes. But he is pleas'd ee 
| with any Ceremony, that ferves to purchaſe Reve- * h 
| rence and Eſteem amongft us, for his Religion, 2 
and Holy Name. And now that all the few Cere- . 
monies that we uſe, are ſuch as tend to Edifica- on 
tion, and to excite devout and pious Affections in 
us, none can deny, when he conſiders the foregoing | 
| Ss which the. Church gives why ſhe retains 


Having, by this time, I humbly hope, ſuffici-  : 
ently, though but briefly prov'd the lawfulneſs of 
ſet Forms of Prayers, and Liturgies, (1.) from 

Soeripture, (2.) from the public and conſtant uſe MF ; 
of Them in the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Primitive 
Church; and (3.) from the reaſonableneſs and 
expediency of Them with reſpect to our Infirmi- 
tie. 18 ERS ks 2 bk 
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Having likewiſe (2) ſhew'd our Liturgy and 
Fook of — Prayer, with our Rites and Ce- 
remonies to be Primiive, uleful and edify ing, and 
free from all Corruption aid Superſtition: I am 
now ta conclude with a general Exhortation to 
Church- men and Diſſenters, ſhewing how both Par- 
ties ought: to behave themſelves in order to their 
being united, * 7 EN TY 
i 1 2 ; by | 
And (t.) it lies upon us Lr (if ever 
we hope to convince erroneous Perſons) to ſhew 
them good Examples of all kind; to live godly, 
ſoberly,, and as peaceably amongſt them as we 
can. Jo bear na malice, nor hatred towards any 
of them; but ſtudy firſt how to lure them to 4 
good Opinion of us, that ſo we may have the 
opportunity 07 reforming them with the greater 
freedom and ſucceſs. t, eſpecially it  behoves 
us to conform exactly in all things to the Ordet 
and Diſcipline of rhat Church, of which we pro- 


teſs our ſelves Members. For how can we in rea- 


bon expect ta_perſwade others ſo to do, or with 
X juſtice blame Them for not doing That which we 
do not do our ſelyes? Ib, 4 | 


2 


4 fear many of thoſe {i who call themſelves 


i ( Church-men/) go not to Church at all, or but 
X leldom;- or at leaſt behave themſelves, when they 


| 1 | cone thither, with that Irreverenee and Profane- 
$f nels, that their coming is rather an Abomination; 


and yet ſuch Men are often found to be very hot an 
4 zealous: againſt Diſſenters: But indeed their Ar- 


guments and Example ſerve only to confirm Hm 


in their Errors. Nay furthermore they have beer 
too frequently the ſad occafion of driving weak 
and ignurant People from the Church © 
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When it is a fine inviting 
or for Curioſity's ſake, When ſomething extraoi- 
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5 As therefore we really defire the favour of Al- 


mighty God, the ſecurity of his Church, and the 
Salvation of our Souls, as well as the Conviction 


. of. erroneous Perſons, we muſt, in the fiiſt place, 
conſtantly attend the Publick Worſhip of God; 


on Sundays and holy Days, and take care that 
our Famiſies do ſo: too. They who come ſo ſel- 
dom wou'd not come to Church at all, were it 
not to fave the Reputation of being call'd, 


Church men. Others again come chiefly ro ee 
and to be ſeen; and ſo theſe come only now and 


then, when they have moſt time -to ſpare, or 
day to come abroad, 


dinary is to be feen or done that Day. And all 
theſe coming not for Religion, or Devotions ſake, 
do more harm to themſelves and to the Church, 


by their -irreverent Behavior in the Congrega- | 
tion, than if they ſtay'd away for good. Others 
Again, think, that taking a Journey to lee a Re- A 
lation Or a Friend, - OT makin idle, and imperti- 4 
or looking after their worldly and or- 


nent Viſi 


. — 


Affairs at Home, is ſometimes ſufficient to 


2 their Abſence from Church. But (1.) 1 


muſt beg you all Brethren to take it for a Rule 


of Truth, viz. that if you wou'd reap any Be- 
make it 


nefit by coming to Church, you mu 
the chief care, and conſtant buſineſs of your life. 


H you could indeed compound with God; if I 
ſay, God wou'd be content with one part of our 


Service one Sunday, and that the 


anon 
Chur. 


have the other the next Day, it wou'd alter the 


ſe, But verily as the caſe ftands, God will | 


have it all or nothing. And therefore it will 


ſignifie us nothing, to be now Religious, and 


anon to be looſe; to be now Charitable, and 


anon 
N 


/ 


to the DISSENTERS. 35 
anon Covetous or Cruel; one Day to come to 

i- MW Church, and the next Day to ſtay at home, or 
ie Wl go to a Meering-houle. No, God Almighty: will 
n MW not be content to be ſo ſeiv'd. For as he de- 
e, WW ſerves all our Service, ſo he requires it: He re- 
d; quires ail your Mind, all your Heart, and all your 
at dtrengt h. „ . e 40h . i 


* 


* 
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it WM Again, the generality give great . Offence, and 
|, are indeed much to be blam'd, for coming to 
ee Church ſo late, after Service is Theſe 
phy, and loiter about, that ſo a good part of it 


they join only. in part of the Service and hear 
the Sermon; they think the Duty of the Day 
ſufficiently done. I ſhall only defire them to con- 


Church time enough to join with the Congrega- 
tion in the general Confeſſion of their Sins, looſe 
the Benefit of the Abſolution, which immediatly 
follows it. But (2.7) os viouel 


The Conviction of erroneous Perſons depends 
likewiſe very much upon our Behavior at publick 
Prayers. For though many Strangers come to fee 
how we perform the Publick Worſhip only out of 
| Curioſity, or to find fault, yet I have the Chari- 
ty to believe thar many of the Diſſenters come 
with a better Intention. And then, were. the 
Order and Diſcipline of our Church, were all 


W Inviting wou'd our Publick Service be ? How 
wou'd Strangers behold us at once with Admi- 
ration, and Pleaſure, and conclude, of a Truth 
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may be over, before they come; for provided 


ſider this, viz. that they who come not to 


| 
| 


f 
; 
; 
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her Ceremonies regularly obſerv'd, according to 
her Injunctions, how Beautiful, Harmonious, and 


Whereas 


e 
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©: Whereas on the contrary, our irreverent, inde- 


wour, and wanton Behaviour at Publick Prayers; 
talking, Whiſpering, and laughing; the Omiſſion 


of ſome Ceremonies ; the want of ſerious, ſober, 
and fixt attention to the Word of God read, or 
preach'd; the laming, and maiming after this 
manner the Publick Service, is really the Cauſe 
that many who fee us, flight and condemn 7, 
Thus our goed is evil ſpoken of by our great 
_ contempt and - abuſe of it in the Eye of its Ad- 
wverlaries. H ever therefore we defire to convince 
Gain-fayers, and teach them not to blaſpheme ; 
if we will be zealous for the Religion, Worſhiy 


Mind, wirh a profound admi | 
Perfections, and with ſuch devout and humble Po- 


ſtures of Body, that beſt expreſs the inward Fear 
and Devotion of our Souls. And then all, that 
33 or know what we do, will conclude, 

heſe People don't ſerve God in vain, they 
are really in eameſt with their Religion. See, 
How:-zealous, feryent, decent, and devout they 
are in the earneſt application of their Souls te] 
God in Prayer: See the Harmony of their Publick 
Worthip, the Order in which it runs; obſeiveſj 
the matter and ſtyle of their Prayers, how apt, 


ſurely t 


coherent and expreſſive they are? How agreeablcÞ 


to ſound Doctriſie, and how fit for 
ple to offer unto Gd ' © 


= 
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Indeed their Forms are very fuitable to the ends 
and purpoſes of the Publick Aflemblies, and the 


Reaſon of Publick Worſhip. We were therefore 


raſn in condemning Phetn, and muſt acknowledge, 
if we cannot unite to them, and edifie by ſuch} 
Things as they uſe, the fault muſt be in us, and 


Theſe # 


not in Them, 


and Glory of God, we muft take Cate to behave 
vur ſelves in his Preſence, with great humility off 
admiration of his Infinite] 
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Theſe are the happy Concluſions Standers by, 
wou'd draw from our conſtant Preſence, and de- 
vout Behavior at Church. And can we Biethren 
do any thing more acceptable to God, or more 
for the Honour and Intereſt of our Excellent 
Church, and Conveiſion of her Adveiſaries, than 
conſtantly to attend with reverence and godly fear 
at her Publick Wo1ſhip and Ordinances ? 


Theſe things, if you conſider, you will by Gods 
Grace retum to a better mind; and take care 
hereafter, that your Behavior in the Preſence of 
God and his holy, Angels, may he ſuch, as be- 
cometh a. Solemn and Religious Addreſs. 


In the next place we muſt ſhew towards erro- 
neous Perſons all the mildnefs, Candor and Cha- 


rity that poſſibly we can; not be provok'd to 


Wrath, Anger, or Clamor, but endeavor to con- 
vince them with Meekneſs of Wiſdom. Severity 
indeed towards the Obſtinate and Refractory is 
Tometimes as wholſome as Phyſick; I ſay, ſuch a 
leverity is warrantable by the Word of God. But 
I now ſpeak of what ordinarily happens in com- 
mon [Converſation between Parties of different 
Perſuaſions: That when they Diſcourſe of Reli- 


gion, they ought to decline all railing Accuſa- 


tions, and bitter Invectives, and hear, talk, and 


weigh one anothers Arguments, with Patience, 


Modeſty, and Conſideration, and upon no account 
to triumph over one anothers weakneſſes. Cha- 
rity teacheth us to hope and believe the beſt of 
Mens Intentions; and therefore we may not con- 
demn all that differ from us, as Reprobates; but 
conclude that they may have a Zeal for Religion, 
though it be whe Knowledge. Whatever we 
do, let us be ſure to w_ our lelves juſt, — 
| | an 


* WF 


38 A Fienly CALL 
and upright in our dealings with them, that they 
may have no reaſon to blaſpheme our Doctrine, 
or to ſay that we believe one thing, and practiſe 
the quite contrary. But above all things, let us 
live in Peace and Charity, and promote Unity and 
Quietneſs amongſt our telves; it is our own, and 
the Churches Intereſt ſo to do. Even the Diſſen- 
ters themſelves muſt, (according to my judgment) 
in their hearts condemn thoſe daſtardly Church- 
men that fide with them againſt their Brethren, 
The greateſt Adverſaries to Truth that are, have 
naturally a ſecret efteem for. Men that are honeſt 
to their Truſt, and tiue and firm to their Prin 
Ciples; whereas no Man can have a real value 
for a double Dealer, one. that fails with even 
wind, that is fickle, lukewarm, and inconſtant, 
and true to nothing. The Diflenters juſtly del-| 
piſe and laugh at fuch Men for their pains ; and} 
they have now the too melancholy opportunity 


to object againſt us upon the account of theſe ſelt- o 


intereſted Men, and ſay, how can we ſafely join with 
thoſe , who cannot agree amongſt themſelves! 
For ſhaine, let us nor betray our Truſt, and the} 
22 of God, by ſo baſe and cowardly a Com- 
To us quit our ſelves like Men of Honeſty, Cou- 
rage, and Integrity, to oppole the Sins of the 
time, and to defend goodnels, and good Cauſes 
Even the many, (to whom we are now become a 
Reproach) will then, for by our Union and Love, 
which they ſhall behold, glorify God in our be- 
halt, and deſire Communion and Fellowſhip with 
us. ' 8 


Theſe are the few Directions I propos'd to re- 
commend to Church-men, as being proper, if not 
the chief Remedies as well to prevent, as cure| 

our Diviſions, | 
KR I muil 
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1 muſt now direct my Diſcourſe to our Diſ- 
ſenting Brethren, and earneſtly deſire them, that 
they wou'd: pleaſe to conſider and call to mind 
the firſt Original Caules of their Separation from: 
the Church of England; and from what time it 
cominences. Now it is undeniable, that at the 
beginning of the Reformation, and to the Reign of. 
Queen K abe, there was not a Sect of Diſſen- 
ters in S g/-d of any particular Denominarion, 
{ave only a few Preſby ters; whence come the Prei- 
byterians: And even theſe Preſbyters (who dil- 
{ſented from rhe Biſhops at the Reformation) 1e- 
ceiv'd Ordination at the Hands of our Biſhops. 
But in this Queens Reign there aioſe up a few - 


Anabaptiſts, headed by one Comin à jeſuit, who, 


to ſerve the ends of Popeiy, was the firſt here' 
in Eng land. that pretended to Preach and Pray 
by immediate Inſpiration. This was an Artifice 


'of the Church of Rome. to divide the Churgeh: 


in that good Queens Reign, that it might be- 
come thereby an eaſier Prey 0 Popery. 


But the Pious Queen diſcovering this ts be a de- 


fan againft her Government, and the fecurity of 
the Reform'd Religion, by a ſeaſonable and 


wholeſome leverity, diſperſed and ſupprelꝰd them. 


But nevertheleſs the Agents and Emiſſaries of 


Rome ſtill continu'd and redoubled their Diligence 


and Efforts, when they found the ſucceſs of their 


firſt Attempts; and ſo gather'd Them into a lit- 


7 tle Head again, and towards the latter end of 


this Queens Reign obtain'd a kind of a Tolera- 
tion for them, i. e. not to diſturb their Meetings, 
or puniſh them for their Separation. Ever ſince 
that time they gather'd ſtiength, but did not 


come to any conſiderable Head, till the Reign 


of our Late Martyrd King CHARLES I. in the 
D 2 time 


- 
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time of the Rebellion -they increas'd to ten times thoſ 


the Number. they were of before: For then a great brou 
Number of Church- men, turn'd Diſſenters, ſome in h 


out of Fear and Cowardice, and others for Inter- ſook 
eſt, all renouncing their Religion and Loyalty at direc 
Once. | . — beha 
| | Chu 


A great number of the common People, find- lieve 
ing rhe King unſucceſsful; took to the ſtrongeſt ſerio 
hae, to be ſafe; and ſo turn'd Diſſenters, and de- a he 
clar'd for the Rebels. Then ſome of the backſli- x he 
ding and daſtardly. Clergy widen'd the Schiſm, W 
by joining (for Preferments ſake) with the pre- they 


vailing Faction; and thus by degrees, it became Com 
a Schiſm of vaſt extent, and dangerous conſe- WM or B 
quence. For a great Number of thele revolting | pos'« 
Feople having then taken the folemn League and MW thei 
Covenant withal, could not look back and retun MF Savi 


again to the Communion of the Church, upon ll Mxb 
the Reſtoration of King CHARLES II. though i my 1 
they had a mind to. it. And finding that they A any 
had, by theſe means, render'd themſelves incapa- | agai 
ble, as it were, of mercy, they reſolv'd to go on, the 

_. #rengrhned - themſelves, as v3v:d expreſſerh it, in And 
their Wicxednets, truſting ro the muititude of knox 
their Riches, their Strength, Number, and Power. him 
Their Chitdren after them continue the Schilm, F Scru 
becauſe they were bon and bred in it: And ſo Þ 
it is hard to perſwade them that their Separa- 3 T] 
tion is any Sin, becauſe their Foretathers held, , (wit 

And taught; and inſtill'd it into Them from their obfti 
Ciadles. Now towards ſuch Perſons as theſe Chu 
who thus labour under the great Prejudice o there 
Education, we ought to have Charity, and to of C 
make Them all the allowance that the Reaſon . advi. 
of the thing will bear. But then there are others . And 
who leparate upon quite different Principles, willt 
whole Sin can admit of no Excuſe. I = | 

. | thole 


! 
1 
i 
h 


i 


— 


| 


zo the DISSENTERS. 41 
thoſe, whoſe Parents were of the Church, and 
brought them to her Baptiſm, and bred them up 
in her Communion, who ſince fell away, and for- 
ſook her: And to theſe in a particular manner I 
direct my preſent Diſcourſe, beſeeching them in 
behalf- of all their Proteſtant Brethren of the 
Church of 5:z/z:4, to have the Charity to be- 
lieve, that our Advice to them, proceeds from a 
| ſerious ſenſe of that Duty we owe to God, and. 
a hearty concern for their Eternal Salvation, 


We pray them therefore: to conſider, whether 
they did not forſake our Communion , out of 
Compliance only with Huſband or Wife, Maſter 
or Miſtreſs, or tor fome worldly ends, they pro- 
pos'd to-themlelves by ſo doing. And if this be 
their Caſe, we pray them to call xo mind our. 
Saviour's faying, He that forjak:th not Far her, and. 
Mother, and ail that he hath, for my ſake, cannot be 
my Diſciple, Luke 14. 26. Shall we. ask, had you. 
any Cauſe to feparate ? any Exceptions ro make 
aga inſt our Form of Publick Worlhip ; or againſt -_ 
the Doctrine or the Diſcipline of the Church? 
And if you really had, did you firſt make them 
known to your own- proper Minifter, defiring 
him to reſolve your Doubts, and ſatisfy your 
Scruples.?- 5 | 


This is the Method you ſhould have taken: 
(without which your Error becomes willtul - and. 
obſtinate) before you had fallen away from the 
Church, and join'd in a dangerous Schilim. We. 
therefore entreat you, Biethren, by the Mercies 
o FF of God; we pray you, in Chriſt's ftead, be well 
on, advis'd before you take Opinions upon trult :: 
And lay not, we are ſatisfied already, when you 
„ Willfully refuſe to conter, and conſult with thoſe, 
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who are. your Lawful Miniſters, and able to in- 
Kruct you. | - - 


But if you will ſay, that the Diſſenting Tea- 
cher whom you follow, is a more edifying, pain- 
ful, and powerful Preacher, than your awn, or 
that he is more ſtrict in his Life and Converſa- 


tion, or a more peaceable and charitable Perſon, 


than your own Miniſter ; we defire you to come 
ta us, ar to give us leave to come to you, and 
we are ready and able to convince you, that nei- 
ther the Diſſenting Teachers Abilities, ar Parts; 
nor his Talent in Preaching and Praying, nor 


the ſaundneſs of his Doctrine, nor the ſtrictneſs 


cot his Life, can make him any ather, than a 


iaiſe Teacher: (For a Man may teach ſound | 


Doctrine and yet be a falſe Teacher) and there- | 


tore though you fallow the Diſſenting Teachers, 


and pretend to juſtity your Separation, from us, | 


upon theſe Accounts, you are natwithſtanding 


guiky of Schilm, and whilſt you continue fo, |} 
in danger of Damnation. Far fince God has 


appointed an Order in his Church for admitting | 
nt Perſons into the ſacred Miniſtry ; it is nor | 
Lawful for any Lay-Perſon (be his Parts never | 


ſp great; Dactrine and Life never ſa Orthodox, 


and exemplary) to intrude into that Holy Office, 


and ſet up for a Publick Paſtor. 


And whoever caes, is | juitly to. be candemn'd 
for a falſe Teacher; and one of theſe Thieves, 
and Robbers, who came not in by the Door, Jehn 


=O 


10. 7. 8. for no Man taketh this Honour to him-- | 
felf, but he that is lawfully call'd of God, as was | 
| Aaren, Heb. 5. 4. Now that the Diſſenting ,Tea- | 
chers are not lawfully call'd, is moſt evident ; | 
becauſe they deny and diſobey that Order, which | 


Ehuitt, and his Apoſtles left in the Church for 


- 
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admitting Perſons into the Miniſtry. And. this 


Charge againſt Them, hath been fully prov'd, 
by Hundreds of Authors, who have written un- 


anſwerably at ſeveral. times, on this Subject. They 


tell you indeed, they have anſwer'd our Books; 
but then Thole they have. written are for the 
moſt part, ſuch as neither deſerve the Name of 
Anſwers, nor to be anſwered. And granting it. 
were otherwiſe, how is it poſſible for you to know 
gn which fide the Truth of the Controverſy be- 
| tween us, lay, without reading what is written 
on both fides? We are willing you ſhould read. 
as many of their Books as you pleaſe, provided 


you will as impartially read and examin Ours in. 
an{wer to Them. And if you are in earneſt with 


your Souls, and careful what will become of you. 


hereafter, you will do this. But if you will not, 
there is no help for you: © Your Errors are will- 


<ful, deliberate, and choſen, and for that very rea- 
«ſon certainly damnable: For it is of equal dan- 
ger to live and dye willfully in Schiſm, as to live 
and dye in any other Sin. And therefore, we 
knowing the Terrors of the Lord, do perſwade 
you ; we exhort and admoniſh you betimes, with 
il the Love and Affection; with all the tender 


oncern uf Brethren and Friends, to join with us 


in Communion : That, according to our Saviours 
laſt, Will, and the Apoſtles earneſt Exhortation : 
We may all, Wb ove Mind, and one Mouth 2lovify 
God rhe Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 1 5. 6. 

Jo this end may the Haly Spirit of God heal all 
our Breaches, and compole all Our Differences ; that 
we living as Brethren together in peife& Union 
and Communion here on Earth, may be tranflated 


into the Communion of Saints in Glory everlaſting. 


Amen. 
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BOOKS % by John Goudge at the 
. Caſtle in Weſtminſter-hall. 


Pictet x Poem, containing the Maxims 
E of that celebrated Philoſopher, for the 
Government of the Paſſions in the Con- 
duct of Life. Done from the Original 
Greek of Arrian, with Notes, being an 
Epitome of the Morals of Epictetu, Tran- 
flated from the Greek by Dr. Stanhope, to 
which is added, the Table of Cebes. | 


An Introduction to the firſt Principles 
of Mathematicks, conſiſting of Geometrick | 
Definitions, Notes aud Axioms. Theorems. * 
Problems. A Deſcriptions of Sines, Tan- 
gents Secants making the plain Scale, plain 
Trigonometry; or the Definitions, Axioms | 
for the Solution of Right and Oblique an- 
gled plain Triangles Spheric Trigonome- | 
try; or the Definitions, Axioms aud Lem- | 
mass forthe Solutions of Right and Oblique | 
angled Spheric Triangles. Directions for 
the Steriographic projection of the Sphere, 
upon the plain of the Meridian and Horizon. | 
digeſted in ſuch a Method as they ought | 
to- be Tavght and Learn'd by V. A-. 
lingbam. Teacher of the Mathematicks, | 
in Channel-Row, Weſtminſter. 4 
; RS n | 


An Eſſay towards the eſtabliſhing the - 


Fiſhery of Great Britain. Proving, . That 


it lies fairer for her Majeſties Subjects, 
than ſor any other Nation. 2. That it 
will be of great and certain Advantage to 
the Publick. 3. That it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in order to the Support of our 


Navigation by being a conftant, and the 


beſt Nurſery of ſtout and able Seamen: 
Wherein all material Objections againſt 
it are anſwer d. Together with the Co- 
py of a Letter from King Charles the fe- 
cond, to the then Lord Mayor of London; 
(within two Months after his Reſtoration) 
recommending it to his Care for railing 
Subſcriptions, for fitting out Buſſes for 
the Herring-fiſhing ; and a Copy of the 
Patent to the late King Fames (when 
Duke of York) arid ſeveral other Perſons 
of very great Quality, conſtituting them 
the Council of the Fiſhery of Great- Britain 
and Ireland; whereof his Majeſty King 


Charles did vouchſafe to be, and be called. 


Protector. By V. Sauuders. 


Tables of Intereſt after the Rate of 
hve, fix, ſever and eight Pounds per 


Cent. per Annum. from Ten Thouſand 


Pounds to one Shilling, from. one _ 
Po: | O 
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Sum or Time, to the thouſand 
a Penny. 
ly ae Be mary 

the, Exchequer. 


for 1 


Dionyſu * . deſeriptio Stephano 
Inter; rete. In uſum ſcholarum denuo 


excuſa, cuique Tabula prioribus emen - 


datior adjungitur. 
Select Forms of 


Terence, 


School i in Beſt vil- Court. 


Some Things are good, indifferent, ſome 


t, 
| You read a Book can't i be wrote. 
Mart. lib. 1. Epig. XVII. 


Tabulæ R or Tables for the 
Forbearance and Diſcompt of Money. 


. Whereby the Intereſt of all Sums from 


1oOO00 J. to one Shilling, from one Day 
to 365, is exactly calculated to the thou- 


all Sums from a Month to 36 or 3 Years. 


| — Tables for the — | 


Computed and careful- 
by Fobn Spicer, Gent. at 


ſpeaking, together wich | 
Two Hundred Proverbs, collected our of 
and ſeveral of the beſt Latin | 
22 for the Uſe of Schools. By 
C. Bland, Teacher of a private Grammar 


ſand part of a Penny; with the Rebate of 1 


F 


\& 


8 
| 


Diſcompt, and Purdhaſ: of Atumities to 


31 Years, at the Rate of 6 per Cent. 
fer An. according to the late A& of Par- 
liament. Formerly, printed for the Uſe 


of his Majeſties Exchequer, but now re- 
rinted and moſt exactly . corrected for 


publick Good. By Roger Clavel, Gent. 


Student in the Mathematicks. The Third 
Edition, Alſo an exact Table for the 
ready ſumming up of Commodities all 
performed by Addition only for ns Help 
of the meaneſt Capacity. 
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